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ihre Gleichheits- und Gerechtigkeitsvorstellungen nur aus der 
Sphäre der Warenzirkulation bezieht - und u.A. die Produkti-
onsbedingungen und gesellschaftliche Folgen ausblendet
»Jeder nach seinen Fähigkeiten, jedem nach seinen Bedürfnissen«- vgl. 
Marx 1875
Copyleft –  Copyleft setzt voraus, dass Vervielfältigungen und 
Bearbeitungen in irgendeiner Weise erlaubt sind. Es kam ur-
sprünglich bei Lizenzen für freie Software auf.
»Mit« bzw. »Mit-Teilung« – Grundbegriffe der Philosophien von M. 
Heidegger und J.L. Nancy
Konvivalismus - vgl. Adollf/Leggewie (Hg.) (2014): Das konvivalis-
tische Manifest
»Einfach. Jetzt. Machen!« – vgl. Hopkins (2014) und www.transiti-
on-initiativen.de
Salutogenese – Prozesse, welche Gesundheit herstellen und er-
halten, komplementärer Begriff zur Pathogenese
Beobachterproblem – Wenn Verhalten beobachtet wird, verändert 
sich das Verhalten des Beobachteten durch die Beobachtung. 
Dadurch entsteht eine Ergebnisveränderung.

Liste möglicher politischer Initiativen 
(bitte ankreuzen)

O  radikale Demokratie/Volksentscheide 
O  Reduzierung der Wochenarbeitszeit 
O  bedingungsloses Grundeinkommen 
O  Stärkung betrieblicher Mitbestimmung
O  Höhere Besteuerung hoher Einkommen 
O  Einführung von Höchsteinkommen
O  Radikale Steuern auf Transaktionsgewinne 
O  Entwicklung und Förderung von Commons
O  Senkung der Rüstungsausgaben  
O  Verbot von Auslandseinsätzen der Bundeswehr 
O  Förderung von Nachhaltigkeit  
O  Verkleinerung von Alten- und Pflegeheimen 
O  Tiere/Natur sind kein Industriematerial
O  Statt Kasernierung bekommen Flüchtlinge brachliegendes  
     Land zur Bewirtschaftung
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DER PARASIT IST POLITISCH

TÖDLICHER BEFALL DER BALAMUTHIA-
AMÖBE
Braut (20) stirbt, weil sich 

ein Parasit ins Hirn fraß!

05.04.2015 – Erst kamen Kopfschmerzen, dann Nackenstarre, 
Sehprobleme – schließlich der Tod.
Sie hatte gerade ihre große Liebe geheiratet, als Koral 

Reef Meister (20) unerklärliche Krankheitssymptome 

bekam. Ein tödlicher Parasit hatte sich bereits in Meisters 

Hirn eingenistet. 

MADE IN AFRIKA
Chinese hatte 20 

lebende Souvenirs

unter seiner Haut

08.11.2014 – Dieses Afrika-Souvenir ist unter die Haut 

gegangen: Ein Chinese reiste mit 20 lebenden Maden 

nach Hause, die es sich in seinem Körper gemütlich 

gemacht hatten.

SHANGHAI: PARASIT WAR ACHT 
ZENTIMETER LANG
Junge (11) hatte lebenden 

Bandwurm im Kopf

30.11.2014 – Spinne im Bauch, 50 Maden in der Nase, 
Kakerlake im Ohr: Aus menschlichen Körpern wurde schon 
so einiges herausgeholt. Doch es geht immer noch ekliger...
In Shanghai haben Ärzte aus dem Kopf eines Elfjährigen 

einen acht Zentimeter langen Parasiten entfernt. Der 

Wurm lebte noch.

IIIH, DAS LEBT ALLES AUF UND IN UNS?
Die zehn häufigsten 
Parasiten im Körper

08.10.2011 – Sie wohnen in unserem Körper. Manchmal 

monatelang. Parasiten! Meist merken wir davon überhaupt 

nichts, auch wenn sie sich in uns prächtig entwickeln. 

Aber es kann auch richtig unangenehm werden...

Quelle: www.bild.de
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Jussi Parikka is Professor at  University of Southampton (Winches-
ter School of Art), UK. He is the author of various books on digital 
culture and media theory.

You say media should no longer be considered as an extension of the body but 
of »Umwelt«. So in the sense of Uexküll and the term of Dawkins we could 
focus on ubiqitous media as an extended phenotype . This ongoing »genesis 
of form« creates new environmental assemblages and artificial affect zones. 
How can we describe theses new entanglements? 

Marshall McLuhan’s phrasing media as extensions of Man, 
the human body, needs to be broadened – actually radically 
broadened. I am interested in the wider mobilization of pla-
netary resources as part of contemporary media technological 
culture. And in my book Insect Media, I show that not merely 
the human body but the animal body is in a central position 
considering the models, design and concepts of contemporary 
technology. I see Dawkin’s extended phenotype as an unhisto-
rical model for technological development; I do the contrary, 
I try to historicise. Expanding on Uexküll’s notion of Umwelt 
is a more important way in terms of thinking, indeed, media 
less as tools or artifacts, and more comprehensively as a mili-
eu in which we are coordinated to perveive, move and practice 
cognitive functions in particular ways, in particular relations.

The function according to Uexküll and the affect according to Deleuze revert 
the vector from the subject to the object, from the inside to the outside. The 
Umwelt is creating an irrepressible flow of affects and percepts. 

In a way the focus on affect even goes past subject and object - 
it is not object-oriented, but a milieu-relationship, something 
I elaborate on in Insect Media. Media becomes an atmospheric 
network of tensions between points and counterpoints that 
are defined by their dynamic relationships. This pertains to 
those microclimates of sounds, of moods too - this epheme-
ral but completely real sensorial milieu in which we also are 
involved.

In fact, the dichotomy of inside-outside does no longer work. At least we need 
an arrow in two directions like Michel Serres proposes in the »Parasite«. How 
can animal studies help to get a better understanding of structural coupling 
with our extended mind? How do affective rythms among bodies and their 
environment, between hosts and parasites, do change in the age of Insect 
media? 

Indeed - the inside and outside become defined less as separate 
entities, and instead by way of a fold or perhaps by way of the 
milieu in which sensation happens. Serres is one of the best 

thinkers in terms of the complexity of relations defined by the 
primacy of the relational, the parasite, the third term. With 
the lineage of Uexkull and others, we get a sense of a dynamic 
milieu, even a rhythmic one, which defines bodies. The questi-
on of the extended mind needs perhaps to be posed not only in 
terms of what is our extended mind - but what other extended 
minds are there in the world. We are not the only organism 
that »thinks« despite our anthropocentric assumptions; the 
world thinks in multiple ways, not all of them by way of con-
sciousness - as a matter of fact, even our thinking is not that 
conscious as we sometimes lead ourselves to believe!

Rob Coley and Dean Lockwood are developping the concept of the ›Parasite 
Regime‹. They write: »It ś Capital that is the monster, we are the parasites. 
We are lodged within the cramped cavities of it ś body, the coils of it ś guts.« 
The networked body of the social, as they say, feeds off the monstrous body of 
the capital while it, in turn, is nourished by that very body of the collective. 
Coley and Lockwood conclude with the metaphor: »We are in the cloud and 
the cloud is in us«. How does the ›Parasite Regime‹ relate to ›Insect Media‹?

In Digital Contagions, a book that precedes Insect Media, I pitch the 
idea of »viral capitalism«. It relates to the parasitical powers 
of capitalism as an engine of adaptation, a power of de- and 
reterritorialisation that is able to attach to a variety of soci-
al processes some of which even seem contradictory to capita-
lism. Viral capitalism relates to a priming of affective states 
and environments too. It can be said to express itself as a power 
of attracting and fine-tuning; this is the power of the affect to 
draw us in to certain situations and to parasitize on the social 
relations. 

As for the cloud, my understanding relates to the concrete eco-
logical arrangements in which the illusion of the cloud per-
sists; instead of the cloud, we have a massive planetary infra-
structural arrangement of data and energy, of transmission 
and storage. This relates to both concrete ecology (energy de-
mands) and political economy (placement, control, ownership 
of the sites of data). Of course, the discourse of ubiquitous in-
formation environments corresponds to what Coley and Lock-
wood pitch here through that idea of us in the cloud, the cloud 
in us.


